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EDITORIAL
Starting with an intriguing account from Brother Craig of
therapy with an individual possessed with an evil spirit,
then a psychological examination of the Prophet Joseph
Smith's sanity (originally written as a paper for a graduate
abnormal psych. class to a sarcastic non-LOS professor), on
to helping the doubter, then to a challenging reconceptualization of family dynamics and concluding with
provocative thoughts on building better relationships with
teen-agers by respecting and helping them to magnify their
agency, we trust you will find this issue both personally
and professionally informative and stimulating. Please also
note the excellent challenge of Brother Finch for greater
Gospel and professional competence in his letter to the
editor. A personal thanks to each of our contributors.
Since our next AMCAP Conference will deal largely with
(1) the roles of women in general and within the profession
and (2) sexual abuse, if we receive sufficient articles on
these two areas, we will have two special issues devoted to
them. Please tap your experience and creativity wells and
submit an article(s) or bring to our attention articles already
written or colleagues that have stimulating ideas to present
on these topics.
We desire and welcome your suggestions as to how to
make the Journal better meet your needs and desires. Let us
hear from you.
BCK
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

of demonic influence in LOS church history. A more
productive approach, I believe, and one that is definitely
more accurate and charitable, would be to view these
attacks much as we view rape or other violent physical
assault-on a case by case basis. Any attempt to construct a
lawful system of government for these or any spiritual
beings by "proof-texting" scriptures or statements of
Church leaders will be inadequate, for these beings also
have free agency and the potential that muggers and rapists
do. The key that is evident in the scriptures and the
authoritative statements is discernmtnf. There is no
judgement by God against the victims, no blaming them for
bringing it upon themselves.
As righteous members of the Church we can seek the gift
of discernment and be prepared to work with appropriate
Church leaders, and provide appropriate clinical
intervention when indicated.
In conclusion, 1 propose a more rigorous gospel and
clinical understanding. Both are gifts worth seeking by
study and by faith, which will enhance our effectiveness in
our work upon the earth.

Probably as
nded, the April 1984 AMCAP
conference focus on dissociative states and demonic
possession raised many more questions than it resolved.
From Carl fred Broderick's summary of the various
discussion groups and my own experience in one of the
groups, two points became apparent. I'd like to briefly
comment on each of them:
1. There seemed to be a general ignorance about
hypnosis, and ego states (particularly Watkins' theoretical
continuum on dissociation). This greatly limited the
possibility of scholarly discussion on the issues. Perhaps
future AMCAP conferences might provide training in these
areas. As a professional organization supporting LOS
principles, knowledge in these areas would be most
beneficial, enhancing our knowledge and skill level, while
preparing us for a more knowledge-based discussion of
these issues at a later date.
2. There seemed to be a general approach to the
questions about demonic influence and possession that
placed all of the blame on the victim. This somehow
seemed necessary in order to maintain certain views about
free agency. I think this approach is lacking and
problematic-at least it is inadequate in explaining accounts

Paul Alan Finch
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